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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The below listing of claims replaces all prior versions of claims in the application. 

1 . (Previously Presented) An engine starting apparatus comprising, an engine, a power 
generator which is directly connected with the engine, and an ignition device which is controlled 
by a microcomputer using electricity output from the power generator as a power supply, 
wherein the engine starting apparatus further comprises: 

a sensor for outputting a reference signal of an engine rotation position; and 
a humanly operative starting device which rotates a flywheel connected to the 
output shaft of the engine, 

the microcomputer comprises: 

a processing function for calculating an engine revolution number based on a 
period of the reference signal and determining ignition timing based on the engine revolution 
number thus calculated; and 

an initial igniting function for generating ignition instructions when a preset time has 
been elapsed after the reference signal of the engine rotation position is first input to the 
microcomputer after the microcomputer has been started up by the electricity output from the 
power generator operated by the humanly operative starting device and before a voltage of the 
power supply reaches a voltage high enough to operate the processing function, and 
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the microcomputer generates the ignition instructions according to the ignition timing 
determined by the processing function instead of the ignition instructions generated by the initial 
igniting function after the ignition instructions are first given by the initial igniting function. 

2. (Original) The engine starting apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the preset time 
is set such that the ignition instructions are generated with ignition angle which is lagged from 
ignition angle used at the time of rating operation when the engine revolution number by the 
operation of the humanly operative starting device is predetermined lowest starting revolution 
number. 

3. -4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The engine starting apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, 
wherein the ignition device is configured as a digital control s yst e m for ignitin g to be 
ignited at an ignition angle corresponding to the engine revolution number. 



-3- 



